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to it after my meals, it reposed tinder my pillow. As 1
read I roared, I laughed, I shouted with wonder and admi-
ration ; I trembled with indignation at the fortunes of my
race; my bitter smile sympathised with the searching
ridicule and withering mockery.

Pedants, and priests, and tyrants; the folios of dunces,
the fires of inquisitors, and the dungeons of kings ; and the
long, dull system of imposture and misrule that had sat
like a gloating incubus on the fair neck of Nature; and all
our ignorance, and all our weakness, and all our folly, and
all our infinite imperfection, I looked round, I thought
of the dissertation upon the Dorians, and I considered
myself the most contemptible of my wretched species.

I returned to the university. I rallied round me my old
companions, whom I had discarded in a fit of disgusting
pedantry, but not now merely to hold high revels. The
goblet indeed still circled, but a bust of the author of
' Oandide' over the head of the president warned us, with
a smile of prophetic derision, not to debase ourselves ; and
if we drank deep, our potations were perhaps necessary to
refresh the inexperienced efforts of such novices in phi-
losophy. Yet we made way ; even the least literary read
the romances, or parts of the Philosophical Dictionary; the
emancipation of our minds was rapidly effecting; we en-
tirely disembarrassed ourselves of prejudice ; we tried every-
thing by the test of first principles, and finally we resolved
ourselves into a secret union for the amelioration of society.

Of this institution I had the honour of being elected
president by acclamation. My rooms were the point of
meeting. The members were in number twelve, chiefly
my equals in rank and fortune. One or two of them were
youths of talent, and not wholly untinctured by letters;
the rest were ardent, delighted with the novelty of what
they did and heard, and, adopting our thoughts, arrived at
conclusions the truth of which they" did not doubt.